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BEFORE THE FAIR POLITICAL PKXTICES CONMISSION 

In the flatter of: 

opinion requested by 
John V!. Wltt ; 
Cit-y Attorney of San Dlqo ) 

1 

NO. 75-057 
OcLober 23, 1975 

BY THE CO!lMISSION: h'e have been asked the following 
qnestlons by John W. Watt, City Att@rney of San Dlcqo: 

John Wltzel 1s employed by the City of San DIego to 
lobby cxclus~vely before state bodles.A/ ;lr. \:ltzel too!: another 
lcbbylst to lunch and was reunbursed by the City of San Diego 
for the expenses he incurred. Luncheon conversation lnvol\vd 
general topics related to local (not staLe) government. 

(11 Wheel a lobbjflst makes a disbursement of f@od and 
beverages as a gift to another lobbyist, ml,st he report tl[c 
dlsbursemeilt or? his r.o~ithl~l l&b;-1st :cpTrt? 

(2) Must the dlsburslng lobbyist's employer repel-t the 
expenditure as part of the cmplc~yer's monthly report? 

(11 A gift of food and beverages i-o another lobbyist 
is reportable If it is made ln connection vlth ~nfluencu~g 
leglslatlve or adm+lstratlve actIon. 

(2) The lobbyist's employer must report the total amounc 
of the payment to the lobbyist but need not duplicate the lobby- 
lst's ltemlzat3on of expenses. 

ANALYSIS 

(1) A lobbyist who incurs expenses XI connection vlth 
his activities as a lobbyist 1s required to establish an account. 

l/ 
-This InformatIon was dlscloscd ln a telephone conversa- 

tlon between a member of the commission staff and I!r. Witzel. 
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Government Code Sections8GlO5 and 8GlO7.2' All receipts or dis- 
bursements of funds in connection with his-activities as a lobby- 
ist must be transacted through the lobbyist account and period- 
lcally reported in detail- Sections86106 and 815107. 

In the facts presented, Mr. \Vitzel was reimbursed by his 
employer for a luncheon g>ft to another lobbyist. Since Mr. Witzcl 
&s enploycd solely for the purpose of influencing legislative and 
administrative action before state bodies, wc believe the deci- 
sion by the employer to incur- the expense of the two lunches is an 
affirmative statement that the lunchcon was "1:~ ccrncction !:ithU 
Mr. Witzel's activities as a lobbyist. If the luncheon discus- 
sion did not include topics related to lobbying activltics, or 
other!>ise advance those activities, presumably the employer rould 
not incur the luncheon expenditure. Tilei-efoi-e, In light of the 
employer's decision to pay for- the lunches, we conclude that the 
gift of food and bevel-age ITas made in connect>on with the lobh:l- 
ist's activities i-elated to influencirjg legislative or admlnis- 
trative action and must be reported by the loLby~st.~/ 

(21 The cmplo,Ter of a lobbyist must report the amount of 
payments to influence legislative or administrative action. 
Section 86109(c). I?eimbursement to a lobbyist for c:pend>tures 
lncurrcd in connection Uith his duties as a lobb,ist are payments 
to inflwncc legj.sletivc or administi-atlve actrolj and, therefore, 
must be reported. However, the ~tan~z~t~or~ required in the lob!.~y- 
ist's report need not bc duplicated in the emplo:,er's report 
2 Cal. Adm. Code Section 18G20. 

Approved by the Commission on October 23, 1975. 
conc"rrlrlg: Brosnahan, Lowenstein and ljiller. CommissioI~ers 
Carpenter- and Water-s <Tere absent. 

Daniel H. Lowenstcin 
Chairman 

-All statutory references are to the Government Code unless 
otherwise noted. 

3/ 
-For a further d>scussion of activities by a lobbyist which 

are reportable because they involve influencing legislative or 
administrative action, seemLJohn C. Morrlssey, 1 FPPC Opinions 104 
(No. 75-065-C, August 7, 19751. 


